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This book tells the remarkable story of space exploration from the early twentieth century to the

present, with compelling coverage--including a wealth of illustrations--of every US space mission

ever undertaken, including those of projects Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo, and the development of

the Space Shuttle.Â  The exciting story is brought right up to the present by explaining the function

of NASA's two windows in space: the Hubble Space Telescope and the International Space

Station.Â  This bookÂ is the first illustrated history of NASA--the National Aeronautics and Space

Administration--ever to be published.Â It underlines the personalities involved--the personal

ambitions and temperaments of astronauts, pilots, scientists and engineers, and the influence of

America's presidents on the country's space program--as much as the technological advances that

have made space exploration possible.Â  It is authoritatively and engagingly written, and profusely

illustrated throughout with 500 stunning photographs.
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"Michael Gorn's illustrated history is sure to elicit emotion.Â  [I]t is filled with the triumphs and

tragedies that define [NASA's] conquest of the heavens."David Tytell --Sky and Telescope"Space

fans will adore NASA: The Complete Illustrated History, a superbly produced record by Michael

Gorn."Clive Cookson --The Financial Times of London"[F]or anyone wanting to get a full picture of

the dreams and realities of NASA over nearly 50 years a thorough readingÂ will compel."Becky

Parker --London Times Educational Supplement"As a single-volume history of US space



exploration, this volume is unmatched.Â  [I]t provides compulsive reading to anyone even vaguely

interested in the subject."Denis J. Calvert --Aircraft Illustrated (U.K.)"If you read just one book on the

history of NASA make it this one.Â  You will not be disappointed."Dr. David BakerEditor, Jane's

Space Directory --NASA: The Complete Illustrated History (jacket cover, paperback

edition)Illustrated with 500 photographs, the book conveys the compelling urgency and excitement

around the missions - TECHNOLOGY IN EDUCATION A superbly produced record by Michael

Gorn - THE FINANCIAL TIMES A great read for any space enthusiast - BBC FOCUS MAGAZINE

The two versions of NASA: The Complete Illustrated History--the original hardbound (2005) and the

updated paperback (2008)--represent publishing experiences unlike any others I have

encountered.Â  The previous six books I had written were standard history books of 200 to 500

pages, each one having one of two clustered picture "galleries" of about 25 images each.Â  But the

pictures in these sections do not really illustrate these books,Â as much as they identify persons

and places mentioned in the narrative.OneÂ historian friend who had already written several

illustrated volumes (and liked doing them) warned me that they would be different.Â  He was right.Â 

The contract that I signed with Merrell Publishers provided for a picture editor to help narrow down

the vast choices, and she was excellent.Â  But in the end I had to guide her towards the subjects I

wanted to cover, and after she presented me with about 1,500 images, I had to reduce the count

down to the 500, asÂ set forth in the publishing contract.Â  Meanwhile, I was contractually obligated

for 80,000 words of text--the main narrative plus captions.Â  This may sound like a lot, but it would

make only a small book with the pictures substracted.Â  At any rate, the process of choosing

subjects that lent themselves to photographic representation, and then writing about them, resulted

in a left brain-right brain partnership unique in my experience.Â  I honestly felt more like a movie

director than an historian.Â  I caught on to this (for me) new way of communicating the past about a

third of the way through the hardbound version.Â  Once I got the hang of it, I really enjoyed it.One

other curious aspect of the two NASA books occurred to me.Â  That involved the physical

separation among the author, the publisher, and the printer.Â  They were separated not just by

miles, or even continents, but by oceans.Â  The authorÂ is locatedÂ in the Western U.S., the

publisherÂ in London, U.K., and the printers in the Far East.Â  Had I been working on a standard

history book, this not so novel insight would have crossed my mind, and then left it.Â  But given the

logistical feats necessary to produce an illustrated book, I found it hard to see how it could turn out

right.Â  How could words, pictures, captions, and the overall design be integrated successfully, with

the main parties scattered around the world, unable to meet live?Â  To my surprise, the final,



published books proved thatÂ it can work, so long as the electronic and telephonic lines of

communication are open, the PDF files flow, and the occasional page proofs in hard copy get

overnighted.Â I hope you will enjoy turning the pages of NASA: The Complete Illustrated, whether

hardbound or paperback.Â  They constitute the most pleasurable publishing experiences I have had

to date (with one exception: a third illustrated history I published with Merrell entitled

Superstructures in Space: From Satellites to Space Stations, a Guide to What's Out There

(2008)).Â  In some ways, I take greater pride in these books than in any of my others.Michael Gorn

I bought this for my 10 yr old son who loves NASA and all things space. He has enjoyed looking at

the stunning photography but, more importantly, he is reading about the early days of NASA, the

mistakes, the hard work and what it takes from an engineering standpoint to do the things the do.I

can sit down and look at the photographs and get lost - a very good buy for me and my family.

A bit expensive but a very good illustration of the history of NASA. The pictures are well tied into the

dialogue enabling the reader to feel and savor the moment

Book and pictures were fantastic! They exceeded expectations.

Good history of NASA!

This is a great coffee-table book, and makes for great conversation. Got it for my dad for Christmas

last year (2007) after finding out that he wanted to be an astronaut as a child. It's a large book, with

a lot of really fascinating pictures. I can't speak for its technical merit, but it is a very interesting

book.Would definitely recommend :-D

This is a great product if you are interested in space, space shuttles, Apollo and NASA. You can

view full coloured pics and loads of information. This book shows how NASA became NASA. It have

every thing you need for space information. It seems its like you are at NASA but anyway it is a

great book.

Exhaustively researched, just what I wanted...awesome

11 year old grandson loves this book.
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